Open Our Hearts

	As we light the second candle of our wreath, today’s Gospel focuses our attention on John the Baptist, the one who prepared the way for Jesus, the last of the prophets. John the Baptist appears on the scene in the desert, baptizing people in the Jordan River. To us this might sound like an interesting side fact, but to the Jews of that time, this location would have held great significance. Remember the Exodus story? God freeing the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and led them out into the desert wandering for 40 years because of their disobedience. They didn’t believe God would fulfill his promise and deliver them to the Promised Land. 

	When those 40 years of wandering in the desert ended at the Jordan River, beyond which was the Promised Land that the Lord was now going to give to the Israelites. The river Jordan was a place that separated sin and penance on one side and reward and blessing on the other. John the Baptist was carrying out his message regarding the necessity of repentance in a place that itself spoke to the Israelites of both the consequences of sin and the mercy of God. Over time, the Israelites turned away from the Lord God, the only God, embracing the lifestyle of their neighbors, turning away from the covenant with God, and ended up in exile. It is another reminder of the terrible consequences of sin and the importance of repentance.

	Perhaps we feel we don’t really need to be reminded that sin can have terrible consequences in our lives. But if we want to prepare and make room in our hearts for Christ, we would do well to heed the call of God’s word and examine our consciences.  Asking ourselves whether we have become too cozy with secular life and what it has to offer at the cost of living a life of holiness and devotion to God.

	Several years ago, newspapers carried a story about an elderly lady who lived in the Big Cypress Swamp in South Florida. Her home was an old shack located by a small pond. Every day the lady went out to the pond to draw water. In the pond lived an alligator. Despite the danger, the lady allowed this alligator to live in the pond for years. It seemed tame. She didn’t bother the gator and the gator didn’t bother her. 

	However, one day while she was drawing water from the pond, the gator swam under the water and then plunged up, grabbing the old woman’s hand with his mighty jaws. She tried pulling her hand out of his mouth, but the gator ripped it off. Bleeding profusely, the terrified and stunned old woman crawled back to her shack and called for help. 

	Paramedics finally arrived and she received medical attention. The next day, the park ranger found the alligator in the pond and killed it. When they cut the alligator open, they found the old woman’s hand. The park ranger told reporters, “Alligators are most dangerous when they lose their fear of humans. By allowing an alligator to remain in your pond, you unknowingly give it the courage to attack.” The lady still lives in the swamp. But there are no longer any alligators in her pond.
 https://youthays.wordpress.com/a-z-illustration/alligators-in-your-pond/

	Too many times, we think we can keep sin in our lives and not suffer the consequences. Eventually it will take a bite out of us. What are the alligators living in your pond? 

	We can make an examination of conscience and reconciliation confident that the Lord is patient and merciful, and that He desires our salvation. He has gone to incredible lengths to extend this gift to us, all we need to do is open our hearts to him.
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